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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14th Street 

February 8, 2016 
 

Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Physically Present: Alderwomen- Jan Occhi and Lisa Wessels; Aldermen-Donnie Cox, Ronnie 

Brock, and Don Truitt. Absent-None 

 

Also Present: Mayor Allen Henshaw, City Clerk Terri Gibson, City Treasurer-Charles Reynolds, 

PD Officer Steve Henshaw, FD Chief Cory Logsdon and Assistant Fire Chief-Brian Wheeler. 

Absent-Water/Sewer Operator Gale Moore and Times Record Reporter Kasi Defrieze.   

 

Old Business:  

 

Personnel Policy: Mayor Henshaw explained he is almost finished with the policy and then he is 

going to send it to the attorney for his approval. Hopefully he will present the council with the 

final policy next month.  

 

Fire Department Applications for Randy Malcom and Addison Huston: Donnie made motion to 

accept both applications; Ronnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-

yes. Motion Carried.     

 

Mayor Henshaw appointed David Hudson to fulfill Davina Logsdon’s vacant seat as Alderman 

at Large (4/2017).  Jan made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; 

Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Terri Gibson swore David Hudson in as Alderman at Large 

 

Public Comments:  

 

Approve the minutes of last month meeting: Donnie made motion to accept; Jan seconded with a 

correction to the employee raises were to be up to 3% not a flat 3%.  Donnie-yes; David-yes; 

Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.     

 

Authorize the Cash Receipts and Disbursements: Jan made motion to accept; Ronnie seconded. 

Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.     

 

MSA Professional Services (Engineers): Steve Haring presented the council with the updated 

zoning map and he explained Jared had been working with Terri and the Mercer County 

mapping to assure accuracy. He also explained they should have the Levee and Storm Sewer 

grant bidding process ready by mid-May and built during the Summer/Fall 2016.  

 

USDA Rural Development: Lorali was present and discussed funding options for installing a 

water filtration system. Gale Moore and Mayor Henshaw have been talking about installing a 

filtration system. The 2008 Farm Bill established the Special Evaluation Assistance for Rural 

Communities and Households (SEARCH) grant program. This program was established to 
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provide financial assistance to the neediest, eligible communities, who lack financial resources to 

pay for feasibility studies, design assistance and technical assistance for water and wastewater 

disposal projects. Low interest rate loans a term of up to 40 years. Once approved they will help 

with bonds and bid process. Larali explained it is about a 15-month process, therefore it would 

take approximately 2 years to install a water filter system. Judd Giffin explained the iron in our 

water tests is 1.4 and it should be 1.0 or less, plus we don’t have enough ground water storage.  

 

Resolutions and Ordinances: Motor Fuel Tax Resolution for $41,000.00. Jan made motion to 

accept; David seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. 

Motion Carried.       

 

Motor Fuel Tax Program for 2016: Estimated Cost of Maintenance Operations of $38,618 which 

includes $4,018.00 engineering. Judd explained he would get together with the council in the 

spring to determine what roads we want to oil & chip. Jan made motion to accept; Donnie 

seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Judd from Giffin Engineering Motor Fuel Tax Agreement: Jan made motion to accept; Ronnie 

seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Large Cloud Data Base Program: Judd also explained he scans large amount of data into the 

cloud for the city to access from anywhere. If we want to have old plans scanned in he would 

give us a link to the information. Cost to scan the big plan sheets $4.00 per sheet.   

 

Water/Sewer: Gale Moore had reported the gallons of water pumped per day was 43,800 and 

total gallons for the month was 1,359,700. Mayor Henshaw explained they had approved to 

spend $28,000 for a 70k generator, however for another $500 we could upgrade to a 80k 

generator, plus they are going to run natural gas. Ronnie suggested going with the 80k generator 

then we wouldn’t have to worry about the generator being capable of running a filtration system. 

Ronnie made motion to purchase the 80k generator; Lisa seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-

yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.          

 

Streets/Sidewalks: Ronnie explained he drove around town and noticed numerous new curbs and 

sidewalks are being driven on and destroyed. He mentioned there wasn’t any purpose in pouring 

new sidewalks if people are going to destroy them. Terri is going to check the language in our 

existing ordinances that would pertain to this matter.  

 

Fire Department Joe Fanning Application: He lives at 1209 Madison Street and was on the Joy 

Fire Department. Donnie made motion to accept; Ronnie seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-

yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Fire Department: Davina Logsdon asked if we could fix the man door at the fire station. Fire 

Chief Cory Logsdon explained it looks like someone tried to kick it in. George will take care of 

this matter.   

 

Revolving Loan Fund: Order an appraisal for prior Willy’s Saloon property. As per Sec. 11-76-

4.1. Sale of surplus real estate must sell for 80% of appraised value. Jan made motion to order an 
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appraisal; Don seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. 

Motion Carried.      

 

Closed session to discuss Fire Department Personnel: Jan made motion to go into closed session; 

Lisa seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion 

Carried.    

 

Fire District Committee Meeting Update: Mayor Henshaw asked Kevin Zander to give an update 

from a meeting they held last month. Kevin explained John T Brady out of Peoria is an attorney 

that is very familiar with the process of creating and/or joining a fire district. A tax base study 

has been completed and the estimated annual income would be $32,000. The fire district would 

not receive any funds for the first year. The surrounding fire districts boundary lines are as 

follows: East-Seaton comes to the St. Mary’s cemetery road entrance, South-Oquawka comes to 

county line road and North-New Boston comes to Kenny Tharp’s road. This doesn’t leave much 

of an area for us. AMT intercept is increasing from $150 per intercept to $500.00. Fire Chief 

Logsdon suggested we wait until Oquawka forms a district and join with them because he was 

under the understanding if we go with Seaton we would lose our ambulance. Kevin Zander 

explained the city will not lose the ambulance service. After much discussion Donnie made 

motion to go into a fire district, Don seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-

yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried. Fire Chief Logsdon asked if the council would make sure 

everyone knows about any future meetings. Ronnie suggested putting a notice on the 

water/sewer billing. Chief Logsdon mentioned he would rather join Oquawka’s Fire District 

because it would be covering the same area as we are currently covering.   

 

Fire District Lawyer: Discuss hiring John T Brady (lawyer) at $225.00 an hour (most work will 

be done through phone conference) to assist with the fire district, plus purchase a couple Fire 

District Association Books for $150.00. Jan made motion to hire the lawyer and purchase the 

books; Don seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. 

Motion Carried.         

 

Mayor Henshaw explained Oquawka has some discontent on taking us on after they get their 

district formed, however Seaton is ready for us to join any time. The deadline for this subject to 

be put on the ballot is August 9th for the November ballot. Kevin will contact the lawyer to start 

the process.  

  

Jan made motion to adjourn, Don seconded. Donnie-yes; David-yes; Jan-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; 

and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried   

 

Time: 8:35pm 

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


