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FBE Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14th Street 

March 14, 2016 
 
Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Aldermen Physically Present: Jan Occhi, Dave Hudson, Donnie Cox, Ronnie Brock, Don Truitt and Lisa 

Wessels. Absent-None 

 

Also Present: Mayor Allen Henshaw, City Clerk Terri Gibson, City Treasurer-Charles Reynolds, Water/Sewer 

Operator Gale Moore. PD Officer-absent.    

 

Approve the minutes of last month’s meeting: Jan made a motion to approve; Ronnie seconded. Donnie-yes; 

Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.    

 

Authorize the Cash Receipts and Disbursements: Jan made a motion to approve; Ronnie seconded. Donnie-yes; 

Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.   

 

Public Comments: Boyd Shaw explained the ambulance was called for his brother Lloyd on Saturday around 

12:45. His wife Luci was doing CPR on him and wanted to give a special thanks to Charlie Brown who showed 

up and helped give the CPR while waiting on the ambulance to arrive.  Our ambulance never did arrive; 

therefore, it was 28 minutes waiting on an ambulance from Aledo.  He also wanted to thank Jessie James, Jamie 

Malcom and Daymeon Yates all members of the fire department for showing up to assist.  The council 

explained that our ambulance cannot move without 1-EMT and 1-First Responder.  Boyd asked the council to 

make sure that we have an active crew ready to respond to emergencies. He realizes they are volunteers, but it is 

something that needs to be looked at, even if they need to be paid we should try to have them available.    

  

Sabrina Harrison had a situation over the weekend with someone riding a motorcycle on the FEMA lots on 

Jackson Street and she called Lisa and Mayor Henshaw. She was upset that the person found out it was her that 

made the complaint and ran her off the road today. She mentioned it is up to the council to handle complaints 

and shouldn’t be left up to the citizens, plus complainants ‘names should not be revealed.  

 
Lisa mentioned she has had complaints about people speeding on Adams Street. Ronnie explained we cannot 

have a cop on duty all the time and he explained we would handle the situation.  

 

OLD BUSINESS (from last month’s meeting): 
 

Personnel Policy: After much discussion Dave made a motion to accept the personnel policy with the following 

changes: only full-time employees would receive any benefits with the exception of Holiday pay and option to 

have a vacation buyout at the end of the year, Lisa seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-

yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.     

 

Driving over Sidewalks: As per Section 2 of Ordinance No. 14, Series 2004 property owners can drive over 

sidewalks to go into and out of their premises. The police will be enforcing the no parking on sidewalk section 

of the ordinance.     
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 

IKE Levee and Pumps: Steve Haring explained that on February 26th the Illinois Disaster Recovery Program 

(IDRP) office was closed and all remaining contract and staff for released all disaster recovery program projects 

and information were transferred to the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). 

On June 2, 2015 the city sent a formal funding modification to DCEO asking to extend the grant deadline to 

August 31, 2017 and last Monday we received the approval but the grant award timeframe was approved only 

to August 31, 2016 rather than August 31, 2017. The grant extension request apparently got lost in the IDRP’s 

office. Steve also explained he went to Springfield last week and met with JoLaine Miner, who is the grant 

manager at DCEO to find out they have found gaps with numerous IDRP’s paperwork. DCEO hopes to have 

this situation straightened out in the very near future. Environmental Assessments have not been completed and 

they are determining if the city or DCEO will be responsible to complete the task. DCEO wants the levee 

project to all be bid at the same time including the levee, storm pumps, lift station and 16th Street construction. 

Jared Flur explained the project is taking longer because the scope keeps changing and waiting on 

environmental assessments. He mentioned the project should move along faster now that the IDRP is no longer 

involved. After meeting with Gale and George, they are considering that prefab lift station vs. precast concrete. 

 

Family Crisis Center: Marla Reynolds was present and explained all the funds collected for the Champions for 

Children Walk is used strictly for kids counseling and therapy for families within Mercer County. They are 

referred to by parents, schools and law enforcement. They have staff at the schools 4 out of 5 days and 

counseling 2 days a week. The Family Crisis Center is the only mental health provider in Mercer County. In 24 

years they have never turned anyone down that asked for help. Last year they raised $24,000 and their record is 

$26,000. Jan made a motion to donate $1,000; Dave seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; 

Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.   

 

Community Easter Egg Hunt Donation: Jan made a motion to donate $200.00; Lisa seconded. Donnie-yes; 

Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.    

 

Post Prom Donation: Ronnie made a motion to donate $250.00; Lisa seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; 

Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.   

 

Water/Sewer: Gale Moore explained that when he agreed to become our water and wastewater operator the 

agreement was only for three years. The end of this year will be his third year and he suggested we find 

someone to replace him.  He wants to start training George to do the daily maintenance at the well or we need to 

hire a qualified licensed operator. Most small communities hire a contract operator and have the city 

maintenance man do the daily readings and samples. It takes Gale about an hour in the morning and then he 

goes through the plant every afternoon to check everything and it takes about 30 minutes, this is 365 days a 

year. Gale suggested we find a young person to send to school for training to become a certified water and 

wastewater operator. It takes 1 year of schooling to become a certified water operator in which on the job 

training can be substituted for 6 months. Gale suggests training George for now and find someone to send to the 

schooling. Then seek an individual interested in the Water and Wastewater Operator field with a high school 

diploma or GED Willing to further their education, Jan made a motion to advertise for an interested person to 

send to school to become a certified water and wastewater operator, must have a high school diploma or GED 

and good with math, plus start training George now; Dave seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-

yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.  

 

Generator: George Lyle explained the generator will be delivered tomorrow then we will be waiting on 

AmerenIP to set the meter and run the gas line.  
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Campground Opening Soon: George explained the campground will tentatively open on April 1st plus he is 

putting in 2 new hydrants on the riverfront. Mayor Henshaw explained the new hydrants cost $670 each because 

they have to be anti-siphon.  

 

Police Department: The committee suggested placing an advertisement that we are accepting applications for a 

part-time police officer. Jan made a motion to approve; Dave seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; 

Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.     

 

Fire Department Committee Meeting: March 26, 2015 at 5:00 at City Hall.   

 

Streets/Sidewalks: The committee suggested placing an advertisement that we are accepting applications for 

part-time summer help. Jan made a motion to approve; Dave seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-

yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.   

 

Public Health: Ronnie mentioned he wants something done about the nuisance ordinance violations regarding 

inoperable vehicles and junk. He wants the town cleaned up. He suggested if the property owners don’t clean up 

their properties then we will have George clean them up and send the owner a bill. Mayor Henshaw suggested 

the public health committee (Ronnie, Donnie and Lisa) go around town and ask them to clean up their yards, 

give them a time frame and then send letters if they don’t clean up. Ronnie agrees the committee should get 

together. Dave suggested just starting with the larger problems. Ronnie wants the lawyer to send a letter to all 

the violators. The committee will bring Terri a list of the violators and have the lawyer send them letters.             

 

Campground Improvements: The committee discussed the following campground improvements last year: both 

shower houses, starting with installing dividers so everyone isn’t taking community showers. Right now all the 

shower stalls in both bathhouses are setup for community showers, meaning one shower with 4 showers heads. 

Once the dividers are done we need to lay new floor mats that were purchased last year, plus install the baby 

changing tables that were purchased several years ago and never installed. Dave made a motion to approve and 

spend up to $5,000.00 out of the campground funds; Ronnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-

yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried. Donnie also suggested putting tile on the 2nd row for drainage. The 

council agreed. 

 

Boat Ramp Parking Lines: Last year Karen Robbins suggested we paint parking lines at the boat ramp parking 

area and the council agreed, but was waiting until spring. This will be done when the weather permits. 

 

Roof Repair: A bid was received to install new Durolast Roof over the existing roof -upper gym, lower roof 

and/or both. Mayor Henshaw asked the council not to reveal the amounts because he felt we need to get more 

estimates. The lower roof is council room, prior senior’s room, and kitchen and adjoining hallway. Dave made a 

motion to bid the lower roof; Ronnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-

yes. Motion carried. George will contact a couple contractors and get estimates.            

 

Donnie made a motion to go into closed session to discuss prior Willy’s Saloon building at 311 Main Street; 

Dave seconded. Donnie-yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.   

 

Dave made a motion to put prior Willy’s Saloon building at 311 Main Street up for bid; Jan seconded. Donnie-

yes; Dave-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; Lisa-yes and Mayor Henshaw-yes. Motion carried.   

 

Ronnie made motion to adjourn, Lisa seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Time: 9:11pm 

 

Terri Gibson/City Clerk 


