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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14th Street 

June 12, 2017 

 
Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Gary Fues, Bill Pinger, Donnie Cox, Ronnie Brock, Don Truitt and Lisa Wessels. 

Also, Present: Treasurer-Cindy Diehl, City Clerk-Terri Gibson, Water Sewer-Dave Maynard and Bill Pinger III.    

 

 

Old Business:  

 

Raffles and Poker Run: Joe Vann from the Mercer County Board was present and explained that after his board 

approves the raffles and poker run ordinance, then the city could adopt an intergovernmental agreement with 

Mercer County. Otherwise if the city approves an ordinance, we would only be able to sell our raffle tickets 

from within our city limits. After adopting theirs we could sell within Mercer County. Joe also explained that all 

forms of gambling are illegal without a specific license for raffles and poker runs. The State of Illinois has left 

the licensing to local authorities. He asked the council not to take any action until they pass the ordinance.  

  

Mercer County Better Together: Kyle was present last month and explained the connection this group has with 

the Looser-Flake Foundation. Numerous council members and residents were not aware of the Looser-Flake 

Foundation and therefore they were extremely confused. Sisters Dorothy Looser-Flake and Roberta Looser both 

established this $6 million foundation to benefit Mercer County in areas such as: local agriculture, education, 

and economic development. Kyle is asking for a letter of intent that we will invest by the end of December 

2017. Don made motion to send a letter of commitment for $750.00; Bill seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-

yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.        

 

 

 

Public Comments: None 

 

Approve the minutes of last month meeting: Donnie made motion to accept; Ronnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-

yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried. Gary questioned why the minutes are 

published prior to being approved and Terri explained the minutes are published as unapproved until after their 

approval at the next month’s meeting.     

 

Authorize the Cash Receipts and Disbursements: Includes a loan for the squad car in the amount of $6,000 that 

was disbursement from the campground checking to ILEAS Foundation. The council agreed that general fund 

and campground will each pay ½ of the cost for the squad car. Therefore, general fund owes campground 

$3,000. Donnie explained the car is a 2009 Ford Crown Victoria with 97,000 miles, it is equipped with a 

prisoner cage and is a nice car. Gary made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; 

Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.        

 

Cindy explained several months ago the campground borrowed $30,000 from water and sewer to pay for some 

property for campground expansion and she suggested the campground start paying it back in payments of 

$10,000 when the funds are available. Gary made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; 

Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.     
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Employee Health Insurance: George’s insurance rate for July 1, 2017–June 30, 2018 is $1,445.00 monthly. 

George pays 25% (city share $1,083.75 and George’s share $361.25) Gary made motion to accept; Lisa 

seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

“IKE” Grant (Storm Pumps/Water Tower/Flood Gates): Give Mayor Henshaw and Terri Gibson authorization 

to negotiate a contract and cost for a qualified consultant based on the criteria scoring. Don made motion to 

accept; Bill seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.     

 

“IKE” Grant (Wetland Mitigation): Give Mayor Henshaw and Terri Gibson authorization to negotiate a contract 

and cost for a qualified consultant based on the criteria scoring. Don made motion to accept; Lisa seconded. 

Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Water Sewer (Pumps): Dave Maynard was present and explained the pump at the A lift station is not working 

and it will cost $6,476 to repair and/or it will cost $7,850 for a new one. He recommended purchasing 2 new 

pumps, then we would have a backup pump. In addition, he suggested purchasing new guide rails $1,785 for lift 

station A and $890 for lift station C, both exiting guide rails are bad. Gary made motion to accept and purchase 

2 new pumps and guide rails and spend up to $20,000 pay out of water sewer checking, Lisa seconded. Gary-

yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.       

 

Fire Hydrant Flushing: Bill Pinger III explained he will be flushing hydrants July 1st to July 9th     

 

Water Sewer (Pressure Switch) Dave explained the control application maintenance (CAM) switch at the well 

needs upgraded. He also explained the EPA has recommended that we upgrade the controls for the well. He had 

a quote for a new control application maintenance switch that includes a dialer system. It will call up to 5 

people if the water level in the tower is low. The cost for the control switch is $15,000. Gary made motion to 

accept; Bill seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried. The 

price for the control maybe a little higher with installation and it has been several months since he got the quote.       

 

Street/Sidewalks: Motor Fuel Tax Resolution $18,500 and Engineering Agreement $1,990: Don made motion to 

accept; Ronnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.             

 

Ronnie had a good turn-out Saturday for the cleanup days, he had one dumpster heaping full. There will be 

another cleanup day in the fall.      

 

Fema Lots Committee: Mayor Henshaw mentioned that he would like to appoint a committee to come up with 

ideas for all the Fema lots that we are mowing. Terri suggested campsites, tree farm, or blueberry farm. He 

would like citizens and/or council members to volunteer. Please contact him if anyone is interested.      

 

Fire Department: Gary presented the council with a new fire department application. He explained the new form 

does not ask for anyone’s social security number, however it does ask for more information that he felt would 

be helpful such as what kind of training they have. Don made motion to table until next month so the fire 

department will have time to review, Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and 

Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.      

 

Fire Department/District Committee: Mayor Henshaw appointed Don, Gary and Bill to this committee. Donnie 

made motion to accept; Don seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. 

Motion Carried.     

 

Mayor Henshaw thanked Jeremy Malcom and Jason Malcom for cleaning the streets with the fire truck.  
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Filling Swimming Pool: Fire Department needs to either fill pools for everyone or not fill any at all. Judy 

explained that in the past they could not hook up to a hydrant unless there was a fire. Charlie suggested setting 

up a day and time and they can use it for training on the dry hydrant. Terri will have a signup sheet at city hall 

and contact Pat to coordinate a date a time for filling pools.     

 

Fire Department Applications: Charlie Brown and Travis Countryman. Ronnie made motion to accept Charlie 

Brown’s application to assist in training, plus Travis Countryman; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; 

Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.        

 

Charlie explained the fire department recently paid to fix windows, poured a new pad for handicap accessible 

and ordered a handicap accessible door. All the improvements cost approximately $3,000 

 

Judy Brown mentioned the first responders are doing a very great job and Kenny Joe Sargeant responded 

remarkably on a very serious call.  

 

Streets and Sidewalks: Mayor Henshaw mentioned Jordon got another job and quit last week. He has been 

contacted by a couple of people interested in working, but not going to be hiring anyone else at this time.  

 

Corn Boil August 13, 2017 and Fish Fest September 1, 2 & 3rd: Michael Robbins would like permission to do 

everything the same as last year. Lisa made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-no; Bill-no; Donnie-yes; 

Lisa-yes; Don-no; Ronnie-yes; Mayor Henshaw-no. Motion not carried.     

 

Corn Boil August 13, 2017: All proceeds go to the fire department. Gary made motion to do everything as last 

year (fire department pays for the beer truck inventory), Don seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-

yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.      

 

Fish Fest September 1, 2 & 3rd: Lisa made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-no; Bill-no; Donnie-yes; 

Lisa-yes; Don-no; Ronnie-yes; Mayor Henshaw-no. Motion not carried. Donnie made motion to do everything 

the same, except Charlie Brown offered to pay for the beer truck inventory, Lisa seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; 

Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.   

 

Police Department: Mayor Henshaw explained that due to our squad car being broke down the council 

contracted with the New Boston police department for $300 a week for 20 hours a week coverage. Lisa 

explained they have done a great job.     

 

Campground: Mayor Henshaw explained that TJ Lenover rolled his golf cart a few weeks ago in the volleyball 

net and playground area. Donnie suggested evicting him from the campground because he was involved in 

another golf cart incident again last weekend with Cody Riggins. There was an eyewitness that seen them 

hiding from the police. Donnie made motion to evict TJ Lenover from the campground; Gary seconded. Gary-

yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-no; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried. Lisa made a motion to give Cody 

Riggins a warning; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. 

Motion Carried.           

 

Ballpark: Gary explained he will be having a movie night at the ballpark. He also mentioned that all the other 

teams have complimented on how nice the ballpark looks. Nila suggested having a recycling container as a fund 

raiser. Charlie explained he takes his to the Christian Church.      

 

Zoning: Gary Fues would like to appoint the following members for the zoning board: Bud Laubach, Tom 

Litwiler, George Lyle, Don Truitt, and Janet Occhi. Lisa made motion to accept; Bill seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-

yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    
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Prevailing Wage Ordinance: Gary made motion to accept; Ronnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; 

Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Building Improvements: Terri suggested switching office rooms with Cindy/Allen, then cut out a window from 

the main entrance foyer for customers to pay their bill, plus have Ross electric install some electrical plugins. 

Gary made motion to accept and pay out of water sewer checking, Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; 

Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried. 

    

Hands Free for Office: Terri suggested purchasing a Plantronics-Savi 700 Wireless Headset to make the office 

landline hands free from Best Buy it costs $279.99 pay out of water sewer checking.  Gary made motion to 

accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Donnie Motion to go into closed session to discuss personnel Gary seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; 

Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Fire Department Bonuses: The council discussed not giving the fire department any monetary donations until 

further notice. This issue will be addressed later when more funds are available.    

 

Donnie made motion to adjourn, Bill seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Time: 9:45pm 

  

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


