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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14
th

 Street 

April 8, 2013 

 

 

Acting Mayor Henshaw opened the meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Larry Leopard, Jeff Gilmour and Jan Occhi. Davina Logsdon and Roy 

Pritchett were absent.  

 

Fire Department Fish Shack Roof Repairs: Jeff explained Davina received an estimate in the amount 

of $2,000-$3,000, however the fire department members offered to do the labor if the city would purchase the 

materials. Jeff check with Menards and the steel will cost approximately $1,000. Jan made a motion to spend up 

to $1,500; Jeff seconded, accepted by all. Motion carried.   

 

Police Department: Officer Chandler was present and was informed there were some kids tearing up the 

shelter at the fire station and Larry mentioned receiving complaints about speeding and squalling tires. Officer 

Chandler explained the police are only allowed to work 16 hours a week and that doesn’t give much time for 

during the week and/or daytime. Jan made a motion to increase the police hours up to 32 hours weekly; Larry 

seconded, accepted by all. Motion carried. Officer Chandler explained if the city adopted an ordinance 

including the State Code for Vehicles, the police officers would then write violators a ticket per city ordinance 

and the city would receive the entire traffic ticket income. He also explained Oquawka’s violation is $100 and 

the speeding ticket doesn’t go on their driving record and therefore their insurance premium doesn’t increase. If 

after 30 days they do not pay their violation the city attorney would have to be willing to prosecute. At that 

point the attorney would record the ticket at the courthouse and it would be added to the violators driving 

record. An ordinance will be prepared and presented back to the council next month.   

 

Campground: Jeff and Alan are meeting with AmerenIP’s Engineer.     

 

Minutes of last month meeting:  Jan made a motion to accept; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Cash Receipts: Jeff made a motion to accept; Larry seconded, accepted by all.   

 

Cash Disbursements: Jan made a motion to accept; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.  

 

MSA Engineers: Jared Fluhr was present and explained Lavediere Construction was on site to begin the 

road project, however they discovered the gas line on Main Street is to shallow for the new proposed project. 

Jared met with AmerenIP’s engineer, and they will have to bury the gas line deeper, however they are not sure 

how long it will take to correct this issue (possibly mid to late May). Frontier (phone) will be moving within 30 

days.    

 

Fire Department: Spaghetti Super went very well.  

 

Campground: Boyd Shaw will not be fulfilling the security position this year. Jeff thinks with having two 

police officers the position will not be necessary. Council agreed.   
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Zoning: Boyd Shaw has resigned as the Chairman of the Zoning Board. Jan made a motion to accept his 

resignation; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.   

 

Buyout Property: Bill and Donna Pinger would like a garden permit to use the vacant lot adjacent to their 

former property. They would like to continue to use the area for their garden as they have done in the past. Jeff 

made a motion to allow them to use the property; Larry seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Mercer County High School Post Prom Donation: The funds are used to help the costs of a post-

prom party that will be held at the high school on April 27
th

 following prom.  The last time the city donated was 

in 2009 for $100.00. Jan made a motion to donate 100.00 and open it up discussion. Jan made a motion to 

amend her motion and donate $200.00; Jeff seconded, accepted by all. Motion carried.  

 

Mercer County Family Crisis Center: Marla Reynolds was present to ask for a donation for the 

champions for Children Walk. Last year the city donated $750.00. Marla explained the Children’s advocacy 

center has helped 13 abused children just since January 1, 2013. When a child makes an allegation of assault 

regardless how or who makes the allegation a report is given to the family crisis center. Numerous specialists 

get involved immediately including a therapist that costs $110.00 an hour. Some kids only need to meet with a 

therapist once and some need an extended care of services. Everything is recorded and the child only has to tell 

their story once. Marla explained DCFS is financially in big trouble and she is losing a large grant that has 

helped with the expenses in the past. She also explained that 100% of the funds will stay within Mercer County. 

The walk is May 4, 2013 and anyone interested can register with Terri at city hall or online at 

getmeregistered.com. Jan made a motion to donate 750.00; Jeff seconded, accepted by all. Motion carried. 

 

Memorial Weekend (May 25
th

): First Christian Church will be having the following events: Flea Market, 

City Wide Yard Sales, Car and Tractor Show, Craft Show, Food, Antique Tractor Ride and more. If you have 

any questions contact Dave Hudson (309) 374-2361.    

 

Softball Sign Up: If you are interested and have not registered contact Tammy Hudson at (309) 371-8745. 

Entry forms at city hall.    

 

Eagle’s Nest Revolving Loan Fund: The owners have applied for a loan in the amount of $20,000 to 

install the central air conditioning. Jan made a motion to accept; Larry seconded, accepted by all. Motion 

carried. 

 

Boy Scouts Duck Race April 20
th

: Pork chops and kids games at Keithsburg Boat Club.  

 

Playground Equipment Fundraiser: Shaun Tippie asked the council approval to begin a fundraiser to 

purchase new equipment for the park at 6
th

 & Main. The Eagle’s Nest will be donating 10% of the first Tuesday 

sales each month to the fundraiser. Jan made a motion to work with the citizens on the fundraiser with the 

Eagle’s Nest; Jeff seconded, accepted by all. Motion carried.   

 

Jeff made a motion to adjourn; Jan accepted by all. Motion carried.   

 

Time: 7:45pm  

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


