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Keithsburg City Council Minutes  

Held at 302 S. 14th Street  

December 14, 2015  
  

Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM  

  

Pledge of Allegiance   

  

Alderman Physically Present: Donnie Cox, Davina Logsdon, Jan Occhi, Ronnie Brock, Don 

Truitt and Lisa Wessels. Treasurer-Charles Reynolds and Clerk-Terri Gibson   

  

Aledo Times Record Reporter: Mayor Henshaw announced that Kasi Defrieze will be present at 

our meetings as a reporter for the newspaper.  

  

Approve the minutes of last month meeting: Jan made a motion to approve; Donnie seconded. 

Donnie-yes; Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.       

  

Authorize the Cash Receipts and Disbursements: Jan made a motion to approve; Donnie 

seconded. Donnie-yes; Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.     

  

“IKE” Levee and Storm Grants: Mayor Henshaw explained MSA (engineer’s) reported the 

archeological study has begun and also that Terregon has completed the geotechnical report. 

MSA mentioned in their report that the sand outside of town is not suitable for using on the levee 

project and he was under the understanding that it could be used by mixing it with other material 

such as clay.   

  

Water/Sewer Operator: Renew Gale Moore’s contract for the same amount $1,300.00 monthly 

for another year. Mayor Henshaw mentioned that Gale also assists George on repairs. Jan made a 

motion to approve; Donnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; 

and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.    

  

Gale mentioned the generator at the well is old (approx. 45 years old) is in need of repairs, 

however they cannot find parts for it. He suggested not running the pumps from the generator as 

it could burn them up. In addition, the enclosure for the generator needs completely rebuilt. The 

council agreed to look for a generator that would be capable of running (2) 10hp pumps. Gale 

also ordered some parts as the public health has lowered the requirement for fluoride level.    

  

Police Department: Officer Defrieze explained they have 2 ongoing investigations at this time. 

Meth bust was one of them that he came across during a traffic stop and one was someone 

stealing a debit card here in town.    

  

Fire Department Larissa Logsdon Application: Jan made a motion to approve; Donnie seconded. 

Donnie-yes; Davina-abstained; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.  

  

Fire Department: Kevin Zander explained due to the new OSHIA regulations all the fire 

department gear will expire February 2016. The fire department doesn’t have enough money to 
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replace all the gear which will cost $14,000.00 and they are asking the city to pay $7,000.00. The 

city didn’t appropriate for that much for gear and or new equipment for the fire department and 

will have to combine numerous line items such as miscellaneous, new equipment and gear.  

  

Kevin also explained they are updating their training. Donnie made a motion to approve; Ronnie 

seconded. Donnie-yes; Davina-abstained; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion 

carried. After much discussion the council wants the fire department to pursue becoming a 

district and would possibly be willing to pay the lawyer fees to make that happen. Davina and 

Kevin both assured the council they are working on creating a district.   

  

Fire Department MABAS (Mutual Aid Box Alarm System) Ordinance: Davina explained the 

mutual aid box is located in the frontier building and is used for emergencies only. If the council 

doesn’t approve the ordinance, then MABAS will not assist. Jan made a motion to table until 

next month so everyone could get a copy of the ordinance, Donnie seconded. Donnie-yes; 

Davina-abstained; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.       

   

Streets/Sidewalks: Davina suggested the city purchase slag rock to sell to the residents. New  

Boston gets a pile of slag rock and sells it by the ton (bucket) to their residents. They charge 

$11.00 per ton of slag, plus a one-time delivery charge regardless of how many loads. Defrieze 

explained they do that to help beautify the town and they don’t have a limit on the amount of 

buckets anyone can get. Mayor Henshaw explained we pay $5.00-$6.00 a ton for slag, plus the 

delivery charge. Davina made a motion to table until next month due to the discrepancies of what 

the slag costs the city, Jan seconded. Donnie-yes; Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; 

and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.      

  

Campground: Water Hydrants are done on the upper campground.   

  

Tax Levy: Jan made a motion to approve; Donnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Davina-yes; Jan-yes; 

Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.     

  

Fema Lot Committee Update: January 10th meeting 5:00  

  

Christmas Light Judging: 1st-$100; 2nd-$75; 3rd-$50, 4th-$40 to be paid out of the general fund 

checking and the judges were as follows: Mike and Jan Occhi, Allen and Elaine Henshaw, and 

Bud and Kae Laubauch. Davina made a motion to approve; Donnie seconded. Donnie-yes; 

Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.     

  

Employee Insurance Policy: Davina proposed to not renew George’s health insurance plan. Other 

communities have done the same thing forcing the employees to take out their own policy from 

the Affordable Care Act (Obama Care). The insurance would be cheaper and he would have the 

same coverage. The current policy is $1,059.00 a month the city pays $794.25 (75%) and he 

pays $264.75 (25%). Annually the city pays $9,531.00 and George pays $3,177.00 for a total of 

$12,708.00. Davina talked to Rich from Ford & Maynard Insurance and he estimated George 

could probably get the same coverage for around $400 a month. In return the city would pay 

George a set amount every month for him to use to pay his own insurance policy and/or use as he 

wishes. If the city reimbursed George $400.00 a month for his insurance the savings would be 

$4,731.00 annually. Lisa explained George doesn’t get any other benefits such as sick days or 
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retirement and suggested the city renew the policy. After much discussion Jan made a motion to 

approve the new policy July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017, Donnie seconded. Donnie-yes; Davina-no;  

Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried. There was discussion to  

automatically renew the policy every year without discussion, however Donnie suggested that it 

should be reviewed on an annual basis. The council agreed.            

  

Christmas Bonuses: Last year G. Lyle and T. Gibson $150, R. Doss, and Police Officers $100 all 

paid out of General Fund. Both hosts $50 paid out of Campground Funds. Lisa felt the bonus 

amount was too high and suggested the following pay schedule: $100.00-full time; $75.00-

parttime and $50.00 seasonal. Ronnie suggested giving the bonus the same as in the past for this 

year and reevaluate next year. Davina made a motion to approve as last year; Jan seconded. 

Donnieyes; Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-no; and Lisa-no. Motion carried.     

  

Employee Raises: The past 2 years G. Lyle and T. Gibson received .50 an hour raises, plus 

consider Rob Doss.  Lisa mentioned that was too much of a raise and felt it should be calculated 

by a percentage and that each employee should be evaluated and raises given accordingly. After 

much discussion Jan made a motion to table until next month; Lisa seconded. Donnie-yes; 

Davina-yes; Jan-yes; Ronnie-yes; Don-yes; and Lisa-yes. Motion carried.         

  

Davina made a motion to adjourn, Jan seconded, accepted by all.   

  

Time: 8:15pm   

  

Terri Gibson  

City Clerk  


