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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14th Street 

November 13, 2017 

 
Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Gary Fues, Bill Pinger, Donnie Cox, Ronnie Brock, Don Truitt 

and Lisa Wessels. Also Present: Treasurer-Cindy Diehl, City Clerk-Terri Gibson, Bill Pinger-

Water Sewer Operator and George Lyle-Streets.   

 

Mercer County Better Together Committee: Mayor Henshaw explained Sharon Reason has been 

the spokesperson for Keithsburg and she has attended 4 meetings; however, she is going to 

Florida for the winter. Mayor Henshaw asked the council members for a volunteer. Ronnie and 

Lisa asked Terri to email them with the meeting schedules.    

 

Public Comments: None 

 

Approve the minutes of last month meeting: Donnie made motion to accept; Lisa seconded. 

Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.     

 

Authorize the Cash Receipts and Disbursements: Includes annual insurance payment of 

$29,343.12 to Illinois Municipal League as follows: General Fund-$9,781.04; Water/Sewer-

$9,781.04; Campground-$9,781.04 and annual backhoe payment of $16,080.18 to John Deere 

Financial as follows: General Fund-$5,360.06; Water/Sewer-$5,360.06; Campground-$5,360.06. 

Gary made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-

yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.        

 

Update on the “IKE” Grants: Nick Wagner from MSA was present and explained they are almost 

ready to put this project out for bidding. He suggested adding an alternate to the bid packet so we 

could look at the cost of raising the new water tower and inactivating the old one. This would 

increase the water pressure throughout town. If we simply add a new 100,000-gallon tank as a 

sister to the existing tower there will be no change in the water pressure. By putting the alternate 

in the bid packet, we will have the option. He also explained the extra pressure may cause 

problems with our system. If we do not inactivate the old water tower we will have to install a 

mixer to keep the water stirred up. The council agreed to add the alternative.  

 

Wetland Project: Nick explained they are working on the situation to remove the bump levee and 

in hopes to have the bid packets ready soon. Existing levee permitting is in process and hopefully 

we will know something in the next couple weeks.  

 

Water/Sewer/Garbage Rate Increase: Due to the increase of costs for chemicals and the last 

contract with Jackson’s they increased the garbage rates, the council discussed raising water, 

sewer and garbage rates $1.00 each. The current rates are water-$17; sewer-$21; garbage-$14 the 

rates have not been raised since 2009 for water and garbage and 2003 for sewer. Gary explained 

when the contract was signed with Jackson’s Disposal the city should have raised the rates 

because the city is now paying $14.22 monthly per garbage pickup and the residents are only 

paying $14.00, therefore it has cost the city $662.64. Gary made a motion to increase water, 
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sewer and garbage $1.00 each per month, effective December 1, 2017 (January 1st billing); Lisa 

seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried. 

 

Water/Sewer: Bill Pinger thanked the residents for their patience over the last couple months 

while improvements were being made at the well. He realized everyone was struggling with low 

and/or no water pressure at times.   

 

Streets/Sidewalks (Nuisance Letters): Officer Davis served letters to numerous property owners 

at the beginning of November regarding nuisance ordinance violations. They were all given 7 

days to clean up their properties and remove vehicles, however the time has expired. The city 

received a letter from Danielle Tippie in reply to a letter served for the property at 407 Main 

Street (prior motel). She asked the council to give them until the spring of 2018 to get it cleaned 

up. Lisa explained at least they showed the effort in asking for an extension. Donnie mentioned if 

they had not of taken the building down we would still have debris falling on vehicles. Gary was 

not in favor of giving them an extension because it wouldn’t be fair to the others that received 

letters. After much discussion. Lisa made a motion to postpone until next month; Donnie 

seconded. Gary-no; Bill-no; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-no; and Ronnie-no. Motion not carried.  

$125 citations for 1st offenses will be issued         

 

Cindy Diehl explained Eagle’s Nest Revolving Loan Fund was paid off in full today.  

 

Street: Lisa thanked George and Ronnie for spending all day Saturday with the cleanup day, they 

had a good turnout and filled 2 dumpsters.     

 

Fire Department: Mayor Henshaw received an email from Ray Palczynski on November 6th 

explaining the Keithsburg Fire Department members roster has been added to the Illinois Fire 

Service Institute data base. However, there is still more information needed and the chief must 

register and set up a PIN number to access the Illinois Fire Service Institute. Mayor Henshaw 

had forwarded this information to Chief Stevens and has not gotten a reply. He asked if any of 

the council members would volunteer to be mediator between him and the fire department. After 

no response from the council members, I offered to contact Chief Stevens, but Mayor Henshaw 

explained he would take care of it. In addition, he is working on setting up a CPR class.  

 

Police Department: Mayor Henshaw and the council thanked Officer Davis for handing out 

candy to the kids on Halloween night. Officer Davis hit a water hydrant and put a dent down the 

side of the squad car last weekend. Gary offered to take the door off and see it they can push the 

dent back out.       

 

Campground: Gary explained he has the camp host golf cart at his house and he will get it fixed.  

 

Zoning: Public Hearing to discuss amendments to the zoning ordinance, plus new fence 

regulation ordinance will be held December 7, 2017 at 6:30pm at city hall.   

 

Purchase 2018 Municipal Handbook: Approval to purchase 3 handbooks at $40.00 each. Contact 

Terri if anyone would like to purchase their own copy. Donnie made motion to accept; Bill 

seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.        
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Nova Cablevision Franchise Agreement: Attorney Marcum Spears suggested only signing a 10-

year agreement. Gary made a motion to approve a 10-year contract; and Lisa seconded. Gary-

yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Mercer County Golden Eagles: The New Boston PTO is hosting their fifth annual breakfast with 

Santa event at the New Boston Elementary School on December 2nd and they are asking for 

sponsors to help with the cost. Gold-$300; Silver-$150; Bronze-$75. Donnie made a motion not 

to donate due to lack of funds; Don seconded.  Gary-no; Bill-no; Donnie-yes; Lisa-no; Don-yes; 

Ronnie-yes; Allen-no Motion not carried. Gary made motion to donate $50.00: Lisa seconded. 

Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-no; Lisa-yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.      

 

Exercise Equipment: Terri asked the council for authorization to accept exercise equipment 

donations for the gym. The equipment would be put on the stage and anyone could come and use 

them during regular office hours, Tuesday and Thursday nights from 6:00pm-8:00pm and/or 

other times arranged with Cindy Diehl. Everyone using the equipment must sign a waiver of 

liability. Gary made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-

yes; Don-yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.     

 

Donnie made a motion to go into closed session to discuss Brad’s Standard Station and Brad’s 

Recovery Revolving Loan Fund; Bill seconded. Gary-yes; Bill-yes; Donnie-yes; Lisa-yes; Don-

yes; and Ronnie-yes. Motion Carried.    

 

Donnie made motion to adjourn, Lisa seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Time: 8:00pm 

 

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


