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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14
th

 Street 

February 11, 2013 

Acting Mayor Henshaw opened the meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Jan Occhi, Davina Logsdon, Jeff Gilmour and Larry Leopard. Roy 

Pritchett was absent. 

 

Minutes of last month meeting: Davina made a motion to accept; Jan seconded, accepted by all.   

 

Cash Receipts: Jeff made a motion to accept; Jan seconded, accepted by all.    

 

Cash Disbursements: Jeff made a motion to accept; Davina seconded, accepted by all.   

 

Water/Sewer Operator Application: One resume received from Gale Moore. Davina made a motion to 

hold the resume for 6 months, Jan seconded, accepted by all.  

    

Street Project: Jared Fluhr (MSA Engineering) was present and he explained Laverdiere Construction will 

be starting the street construction soon. Terrecon Consultants won the bid for material testing.  

 

IKE Funding Grant Update: Jared explained on February 5, 2013 the following MSA engineers: Pat 

Ready, Jared Fluhr, Nick Wagnor and Steve Haring met with Mayor Henshaw, Jeff Gilmour, Steve Nylin, Terri 

Gibson and George Lyle. Everyone had a better understanding of the street, levee, and storm pump projects.  

 

Levee Project: Jared explained DCEO has approved our request to move the $744,000 water tower project to 

the levee restoration grant; however the city needs to approve the contract amendment for the additional 

engineering costs of $107,150. Jan made a motion to accept contingent upon approval from the Ike office; 

Davina seconded, accepted by all. They are hoping to receive approval by April and the levee being built by the 

end of next year.  

 

Planning Grant Amendment: The main scope of work included in the planning grant is to televise 

approximately 15,000 feet of the wastewater system. Steve Nylin explained to the engineers at last week’s 

meeting that there was more important matters at the wastewater plant that needed addressed rather than 

televising of the sewer, regarding the digester and the filter media. Steve Haring will let us know how to handle 

the proposal that we have already received for the project. Jared mentioned it may be possible to move some of 

the I&I study funds that was going to be used to televise 15,000 feet of the wastewater and utilize it at the 

wastewater plant.   

 

Attorney Andrew Youngquist: Mayor Henshaw, Jan Occhi and Terri Gibson met with the attorney on 

February 5, 2013 and discussed several different issues including some ongoing nuisance’s ordinance 

violations.   

 

Fire Department: Jeff suggested putting a sign on the fire station building. Davina made a motion to spend 

up to $200.00 on a sign; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Police Department: Officer Chandler gave the council an update of the monthly activities. 
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Streets/Sidewalks: George and Allen will be working on the motor fuel schedule and determining which 

streets to include in the oil and chipping program this year.  

 

Dangerous Buildings on Main Street: Larry Leopard asked what the progress was on the (2) buildings 

located at 402 & 404 Main Street. Mayor Henshaw explained they are both in the buyout program, however 

they are both listed on the historical register and it is taking longer to get approval for the demolition. Terri sent 

the Ike office pictures of the buildings.  

 

Library: Donna Pinger is asking the council to designate the library as a public entity. She explained the city 

would be able to levy a tax for a public library. Once the library is in the public library system she would be 

able to request funds for operating from any foundation or outside source. Mayor Henshaw asked “with today’s 

technology is there a need for a library”? The council had concerns how the citizens would feel about their taxes 

being raised for a library. Jan made a motion to table this until next month; Davina seconded, accepted by all.        

 

Campground Pavilion: Prior Mayor Askew had suggested in the past that we build another pavilion 

including cement, electric, and running water with a sink. This was tabled from an earlier meeting. Davina will 

get estimates for next month.        

 

Campground Picnic Tables: Tabled from last month, Jeff wanted to do some price comparison. He 

determined Furniture Leisure had the best quality for the price. (10) Metal picnic tables for $4,669.50, plus 

$365.0 shipping for a total of $5,064.50. Davina made a motion to purchase (5) tables at this time; Jeff 

seconded, accepted by all.   

  

Campground Committee Meeting: Elsie Stotler (campground host) had suggested installing numerous 

water hydrants on the riverside campsites and repairing and/or replacing numerous electrical issues as well. She 

also suggested installing water and electric to the 4 or 5 spots on the back row which is the primitive camping 

area and then move the primitive camping to the area just south of the parking lot by the south boat ramp. Jared 

explained the city is still in violation of a wetland mitigation plan. The city still needs to plant trees and restore 

the wetland mitigation area by removing the portion of the levee that was filled in during the 2008 flood. Mayor 

Henshaw suggested making the riverside top priority by installing more water hydrants, repairing the electric 

and restoring the layout of the campsites (even if it meant losing one or two sites). He also suggested adding 

poles to each campsite and changing the numbering system, Terri made cards that include the campsite# and 

departure date on the front and the campground rules are printed on the back. The camper would be required to 

display the card on their numbered post. The council agreed. Jeff suggested we contact Danny and get a rough 

estimate for the costs to repair and/or replace the electrical breakers and wire on the riverside.  

 

Larry Leopard asked about the levee being built on an old railroad track. Jared will call Wayne Hanell and ask 

about the camping. Foot print of new levee requires a lot of new wetland area.   

 

Pour Concrete Pad for the Campground Host: Mayor Henshaw suggested pouring a 14X12 for one 

set of tires and patio for the host and then pour another 3X12 strip for the second set of tires. The campground 

host will be located at the north end of the campground on site #1. Davina suggested buying a larger 

campground host sign. George Lyle is going to get some rough figures for the concrete pad.    
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Raising the Back Row Monthly Rate: The campground committee suggests raising the rate from $100 

monthly to $150 monthly for all months except holiday months May (Memorial); July (4
th

); and Sept (Labor) 

which the rent would be $200. Jeff made a motion to accept; Jan seconded, accepted by all.      

 

Campground Security: Boyd Shaw has inquired whether we will be hiring security staff this year. The 

council agreed he would be returning this year.        

 

River’s Edge Recovery Sign: Brad Loveridge had inquired about putting up a sign at 4
th

 & Jackson (west 

side of the street) to advertise his business. Jeff suggested the city putting up an 8X8 billboard and then with 

council approval the business owners could post their signs on the billboard. Jeff suggested purchasing a couple 

sheets of treated plywood, 4X4’s and 4X6’s is all we would need. The business owner would be responsible for 

maintaining their own sign. Davina made a motion to construct the billboard and allow business owners to post 

signs after the city council approves, plus waive the $25 building permit and spend up to $200 for materials; Jan 

seconded, accepted by all. The billboard will be located at 4
th

 of Jackson on the west side of the street.      

 

Buddy Shaw: Buddy was one of two athletes to be invited to represent Illinois on the East Central 

Conference Football team competing on the Gold Coast of Australia in the summer of 2013. The total cost of 

the trip for athletes is $5,237.00 which does not include spending money. The council was all given a copy of 

his sponsorship letter. Terri has some packets at city hall is anyone is interested in donating. The packet also 

includes a thank you ticket that can be filled out and submit to Down Under Sports to be entered into a drawing 

for 2 all-expense paid trips to Australia and Hawaii. Make checks payable to: “Down Under Sports” mailing 

instructions are at the bottom of his sponsorship letter. Davina made a motion to donate $200 and paid out of 

general fund checking; Larry seconded, accepted by all.   

 

Road Grindings: Dave Hudson asked Jared if he could get some of the millings for the township road. Jared 

is not sure how much material there will be.    

 
Davina made a motion to go into closed meeting to discuss a revolving loan fund deficiencies letter; Jan 

seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Davina made motion to adjourn, Jan seconded, accepted by all.  

 

 

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


