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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14th Street 

February 11, 2019 

 

 
Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Gary Fues, Bill Pinger, Donnie Cox, Ronnie Brock, Don Truitt and Lisa Wessels. 

Also present: Treasurer-Cindy Diehl; and Clerk-Terri Gibson. Maintenance-George Lyle and Water Sewer-Bill 

Pinger, Jr were absent.       

 

Grant Project Updates: Chris Cooper from MSA was presented the following updates:   

• Wetland Mitigation: Seeding and tree planting remain and will be completed in the spring. Grant 

extension for until May 15, 2019 has been filed with the funding agency.   

 

• Flood Mitigation: The dewatering system is in service and functioning, which has allowed for Valley to 

begin the process of installing the 36” storm sewer pipe. In addition, they have installed the storm sewer 

pump structure.      

 

• Water Tower: Chris explained they have been working with Galesburg Communications to correct the 

conflict the LED FAA marker light on the water tower has had on the 911 communication system. The 

manufacturer of the marker light suggested we install a RF filter, therefore MSA processed a change 

order and installed the filter. If this did not correct the issue, the light may have to be shut off. There is a 

Public Hearing February 26, 2019 11:00am to evaluate the completed project. Due to the noise of the 

mixer a timer has been installed and during summer months it will only run from 10:00pm-4:00am, it 

must run during winter to keep the water in the tower from freezing. At this time Chris has requested all 

remaining funds for this project and will work with the city on all payouts to contractors to ensure all 

work is completed.  

 

• USDA_RD “Search” Grant Application:  

This grant is for improving the water filtration/sewer treatment plant analysis. Steve Haring has spoken 

with Lorali Heintzelman from the RD Princeton office. She has indicated the City will be invited to 

submit a formal project funding application. MSA will provide continued assistance as needed on behalf 

of the City.     

 

Issues with the Agenda: (Mayor Henshaw and Bill Pinger have both spoke with Attorney Marcum Spears and 

were advised as follows): 

• Mayor Henshaw explained if a subject is not listed on the agenda as an “Action Item” it will not be 

voted upon. There can be discussion, but no action will be taken. In addition, he will ask for discussion 

on each agenda item, then he will also ask for all motions. The council is not to make any motions until 

he ask for one.  

 

• Bill explained in the past we had subjects listed under “Old Business” and motions cannot be made 

without them being listed under a line item. After researching our code book, we discovered “old 

business” was not one of our line items, therefore from this day moving forward it has been removed 

from the agenda.   
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Public Comments:   

• Brian Watts/Linda Howard was on the agenda due to a Nuisance Ordinance letter last month and were 

going to be present for discussion. In their absence Mayor Henshaw suggested that the alderman’s name 

and phone number be included on all letters pertaining to their ward, plus the alderman at large 

information be listed on every letter. Gary explained he doesn’t see the letters until the night of the 

council meetings. Lisa suggested only the mayor and police contact information should be on the letters. 

Lisa and Gary both have company phones and would prefer their email addresses be listed rather than 

phone number. Everyone preferred their email address be listed except Bill who agreed that his phone 

number could be listed. The council would like the letters emailed to them, so they are aware of the 

violations prior to being confronted from citizens.   

 

1. Minutes from last month’s meeting: Gary made a motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Motion carried with all 

"Yes" votes.  

 

2. Cash Receipts: Gary asked if we get a discount from NAPA. Gary made a motion to accept; Donnie 

seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes.  

 

3. Cash Disbursements: Donnie made a motion to accept; Gary seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes.  

 

4. Water and Sewer 

• Bill explained the total gallons pumped was 1,460,000 with an average of 41,000 and right now we are 

pumping around 120,000-140,000 daily. Lisa mentioned she was having issues with high chlorine in her 

water. Bill explained there is a meter issue at the well and they have been using a formula to do 

calculations which possibly are inaccurate. They are having a new meter installed, which will solve this 

problem. He also explained they have no idea what is causing the issue with rusty water other than the 

high-water usage. Gary asked, “why we are paying Bill Pinger, Jr. to read the meters, if Bill Pinger, Sr. 

is doing all the readings”? Bill explained he is not doing all the reading that he has just been helping Bill 

out during his move. Donnie asked, “for a monthly report”? 

 

5. Streets and Sidewalks  

• Lisa explained George has been doing a good job plowing, but she had received a complaint that one of 

the volunteers is plowing personal driveways. Ronnie explained the snow should be plowed to the curb, 

therefore we should be plowing for those who park along the street which is city property. Otherwise, 

the council agreed that they should not be plowing on personal property.   

 

• Ronnie thanked Steve Nylin for all his help with some water and sewer locates.   

 

6. Fire Department 

• Training: 2 hours-Truck maintenance and Truck Training; 2 hours-CPR Training 

 

7. Police 

• Lisa has spoke with Mayor Chris Defrieze of the City of New Boston regarding us pursuing a contract 

with them for police protection. Lisa explained they would charge $1,000 for off months and $1,500 

monthly during the summer months. She explained they would keep Mayor Henshaw in the loop. Mayor 

Henshaw expressed concern that they would basically be “on call” and would not furnish much 

coverage for Keithsburg. Gary explained we pay $12,000-$15,000 a year for an ambulance contract and 

they might only have to come to town once a month and maybe not at all. At this time Mayor Henshaw 

is our acting Chief of Police and Gary suggested we appoint a Chief of Police or contract with New 

Boston. Gary explained there was an issue in the past where Officer Defrieze couldn’t leave the hospital 
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because they could not contact our Chief of Police. Bill explained if you are going into an interview you 

don’t tell your employer what you’re going to do or how you are going to do things and he felt that is 

what they are doing. Ronnie mentioned he dealt with them on the last contract and there were issues, 

therefore he would like them to be here and talk to them. Donnie explained New Boston is willing to 

give the city 40-45 hours a week protection, they are going to float back and forth, if we have letters to 

serve, they will do that too. Why punch in for an hour here and there. Lisa made a motion to pursue a 

contract with New Boston, Donnie seconded. Lisa-yes; Don- no; Ronnie-no; Donnie-yes; Bill-no; Gary-

yes; Mayor Henshaw-no. Motion not carried.  Donnie stated, “I’m totally against what just happened”. 

Gary stated, “the Mayor does not want police protection”. Mayor Henshaw stated, “he wants police 

protection like everyone else, however he just thinks it is foolish to spend $1,500 a month for a contract 

for police protection to be on-call”.  Donnie asked, “for a monthly report”?     

 

• Mayor Henshaw suggests hiring Officer Randy Koch as Part-Time Police Officer. Randy could start 

before April 1st. The council wanted to know how many hours a week he could work. Gary and Lisa 

both suggested that we talk to Randy prior to making any decisions. Mayor Henshaw asked for a motion 

to hire Randy Koch. No motion carried. Gary made a motion for Randy to come to our March meeting, 

Ronnie seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes.    

 

8. Campground 

• Advertise for Bids to pour (7) concrete pads 14’ X 30’ and 5” deep in the lower section of the 

campground. The funds for this project had been received from the Looser Flake and is in the 

campground checking. Lisa made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" 

votes. Gary suggested them not being poured low like the current ones.   

 

• Borrow Funds from Revolving Loan Fund for electric. Last month the council approved to spend 

$26,684.70 on updating the electrical at the campground on the riverfront, plus 4 campsites on the north 

end of row 4. The balance in the campground checking is $35,114.38, however $1,052.69 is Fish Fest 

funds from 2016 and can be used to make bathhouse improvements, plus $15,400 of that balance is 

funds from the Looser Flake Foundation for pouring (7) concrete pads in the lower campground. This 

only leaves a balance of $18,661.69 in the campground checking and the council approved $26,684.70 

on electric improvements, therefore it is $8,023.01 short of paying for the electric upgrades. The city 

council could either give the mayor authorization to borrow the funds from a bank and/or give the 

treasurer authorization to borrow funds from the revolving loan fund money market account which has a 

balance of $126,849.70. Either option the campground will pay it back from the campground checking 

as funds become available. Donnie a made motion to accept; Lisa seconded. Motion carried with all 

"Yes" votes.  

 

• “Upper Existing” and “Upper New” Campground Campsites Grant Application of $156,017.70: Rachel 

Burch from Bi-State went to Springfield last month during the snow storm and done a presentation for 

our OSLAD Grant. We received approval for $140,400 (90% of funding) leaving the city 10% share of 

$15,607.70. The application was for the following: concrete pads, pavilion, picnic tables, campfire rings 

with grills, water, sewer, electric hookups, rock for road and playground equipment. This is a 

reimbursement grant; therefore, the city will have to pay the expenses and get reimbursed. The city 

council could either give the mayor authorization to borrow the total grant funds from a bank and/or 

give the treasurer authorization to borrow funds from the revolving loan fund money market account 

which has a balance of $126,849.70. Either option the campground will pay it back from the 

campground checking as funds become available and/or as the grant funds are received. Pay Requests 

will be issued periodically as the project phases are completed. Lisa made motion to accept; Bill 

seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes. Terri explained there is a possibility that the funds in the 
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revolving loan may not be enough with so many projects and we may at some point need authorization 

to acquire a bank loan.  

 

9. Zoning 

 

10. Resolutions and Ordinances 

• Adopt the Resolution with Bi-State: The “Articles of Agreement of the Bi-State Regional Commission” 

Gary made motion to accept; Donnie seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes.  

 

11. Other Business 

• Ronnie explained there will be a dumpster at the City Shed for Keithsburg Residents to bring their large 

and small items on May 4, 2019 from 7:00am-400pm. Spring Cleanup Day! 

 

• Bigger Electric estimate for $3,717.86 to replace (12) lights in the council room with 8’ LED strip lights. 

Donnie made motion to accept; Gary seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes.  

 

• IIRA Illinois Rural Community Economic Development Conference: The conference is being held 

March 6 & 7, 2019 in Springfield, IL. Making rural an exciting place to live. Mayor Henshaw is seeking 

someone interested in attending this conference. IIRA will pay $80.00 towards each registration fee of 

$175.00 if majority of Mercer County towns send a representative.  

 

Bill made a motion to go into closed session to discuss personnel; Donnie seconded. Motion carried with all 

"Yes" votes.  

 

Gary made a motion to adjourn the meeting: Donnie seconded. Motion carried with all "Yes" votes.  

 

Time: 8:02pm 

 

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


