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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14
th

 Street 

April 14, 2014 
 

Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Jan Occhi, Davina Logsdon, Kae Stevens, Dave Hudson, 

Bud Laubach and Jeff Gilmour. Also present Charles Reynolds-City Treasurer and Terri Gibson-

City Clerk.   

 

Minutes of last month meeting: Jeff made a motion to accept; Davina seconded, accepted 

by all.  

 

Cash Receipts: Davina made a motion to accept; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Cash Disbursements: Jan made a motion to accept; Dave seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Shelter Supplies: Jeff made a motion to spend up to $175.00 for groceries for the emergency 

shelter; Davina seconded, accepted by all. Jan will go shopping and stock the shelter.    

 

“IKE” Property Buyout Program: National Historic Register Re-Survey Bids: This 

process is required to remove the buildings located at 402/404/406 Main Street from the historic 

register. Two bids were received: Fever River Research in the amount of $6,500 and 

Preservation Research Office for $4,700.00. Jan made a motion to accept Preservation Research 

Office; Davina seconded, accepted by all.       

 

MSA Professional Services (Engineers): Jared Fluhr was present to give an update on 

the “IKE” Grants.  

 

“IKE” Comprehensive Planning Final Review: Chris Jansen was present and 

explained the 5 year plan is complete and ready for council approval.  

 

Wastewater Treatment Plan: The summary of separating short term and long term needs 

is complete. Short-Term includes: cleaning sludge out of spiragester tank and sludge transfer 

piping via pump truck, replace recirculation pump in spiragester, replace rock filter media, 

replace WWTF Flow meter, rehabilitate spiragester tank, emergency standby generators, and 

coat post-aeration basin interior concrete. Future needs: plant upgrade to activated sludge 

treatment technology and demolish spiragester and replace with headworks screening and grit 

removal.  

 

I&I Report: Visu-sewer completed the televising and cleaning of the sewer mains last week 

and is working on their televising report.  
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Campground Extension Permits: The engineers have applied for the electric and water 

permits. The council wants to install sewer on each of the new sites, therefore Jared will apply 

for the sewer permit.  

 

“IKE” Street Project Update: Jared spoke with the IKE office regarding pouring some 

extra sidewalks and the city would need to acquire (3) bids from different concrete contractors 

(per cubic feet). If the city pays anyone to work on the sidewalks, there will be a lot of 

paperwork involved. No city materials can be paid with “IKE” funds. However, if everyone 

volunteers their time, it will be as easy as ordering the concrete, pouring the sidewalks, and 

sending IKE the invoices. Another option is to purchase storm sewer covers that will cost 

approximatley $3,000 (George installs them). Davina made a motion to spend $5,000 on 

concrete and $3,000 on the storm sewer cover; Jan seconded, accepted by all. Jared will get the 

covers. Jeff will get the bids. Grant closes the end of May.  
   

“IKE” Levee and Storm Update: The preliminary design is 100% complete. The cost 

estimates for both of the projects have been updated and discussed with the IKE office.    

 

“IKE” Adopt 2014-2034 Comprehensive Planning Resolution: Jan made a motion 

to accept; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.  

 

“IKE” Property Buyout Program: Terri explained we have started the process of getting 

bids for a demolition inspector contractor, who will oversee the entire demolition project. 

 

Family Crisis Center: Marla Reynolds was present and asked the council for a donation. 

The month of April is child abuse month. Marla has been writing grants and continues to serve 

about 1% of the population in Mercer County. The Champions4Children Walk 2014 is May 3, 

2014 and starts at Central Park in Aledo at 9:00am (walk a 2-mile or 4-mile route). There is a 

$20.00 registration fee that includes a t-shirt and a goody bag. Donations are accepted in any 

amount small or large, however donations of $50-Blue Kids Sponsor; $100-Gold Medal Donor 

and $500-Top 10 Champions. All funds raised goes to children counseling and no child is turned 

away. Davina made a motion to donate $750.00; Jeff seconded, accepted by all except Bud 

Laubach who voted-no. Motion carried. Terri has registration forms at city hall.    

 

Police Department: Officer Randy Koch was present and explained he has been getting 

more complaints about people running stop signs and speeding. Jacob Marlow is doing well with 

his Law Enforcement classes. 

 

Appoint Chief of Police: Mayor Henshaw appointed Officer Randy Koch as Chief of 

Police. Jan made a motion to accept; Davina seconded, accepted by all.   
  

Streets/Sidewalks: At the end of the meeting Davina wants to go into closed meeting to 

discuss personnel.    

 

Campground: Jan suggested purchasing t-shirts for the Keithsburg Riverside Campground to 

sell, plus (2) nametags for the Elsie and Jimmy. For a minimum purchase of 100 the cost is $4.25 
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per shirt, plus a one-time setup fee of $20.00 (2X and larger are $6.25). Davina did not agree to 

purchase nametags. Dave made a motion to accept; Bud seconded, accepted by all; except 

Davina who voted-no. Motion carried. 

 

Campground Shower House (Both) Improvements: Mayor Henshaw presented a bid 

from Welch Construction in the amount of $4,700 for the improvements. The improvements 

include block walls in men and women (north), 6 steel doors and frames, soffit, fascia and paint 

(north) and tuck point east side door area (south). Davina made a motion to accept; Jan seconded, 

accepted by all. 

 

Campers Holding Area 4
th

 & Washington: Davina suggested opening the parking area 

due to the campground being open. The council agreed as long as the ground is dry enough.    

 

Museum: Donna Pinger was present and discussed the following: establishing museum hours 

(with Donna present) May 1st to Sept. 30
th

; she is going to publish a brochure and place an 

advertisement in the newspaper.    

 

Library: Pam Shaw from Modern Woodman of America (MWA) has approached Donna 

Pinger regarding a fundraiser for the library. She explained MWA has matching funds available 

that must be used in this fiscal year. Donna would like the city to accept this request and 

establish a new chart of account “Library Funds”. Donna would also like the city to recognize 

the library as a “City Entity”.  MWA will match dollar per dollar for fund raiser. Jan will check 

and see if there is a lawyer that will donate their time to file for non-profit and/or see if the funds 

can be used with the garden or playground equipment. Jeff made a motion to table until further 

information; Davina seconded, accepted by all.      

 

George Lyle Resigned as Zoning Enforcer: Mayor Henshaw appointed Ronnie Shaw 

as the zoning enforcer and pay $50.00 per month. Jeff made a motion to accept; Bud seconded, 

accepted by all. Bud and Ronnie will be contacting all the existing board members to make sure 

they are still interested in being on the board.       

 

Post Prom Party Donation: Several parents of the Mercer County High School are 

organizing a traditional post-prom party for the students. This year’s party will be held on 

Saturday, April 26
th

, following prom. They will have a variety of games, food and contests as 

well as door prizes. Jeff made a motion to donate $200.00; Davina seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Illinois State Comptroller: Jan will be attending a Follow the Money Series workshop to 

learn how to make government financial information more transparent, what to ask our auditor, 

ethical and legal responsibilities of elected officials, how the FBI investigates public corruption, 

and how to prevent fraud in our government.  

 

Nuisance Violation: Shawna Casey was present and expressed how upset she is that the 

council is allowing residents to get away with having so much junk in their yards. She mentioned 

she has lived here over 40 years and feels that our town is becoming the armpit of Mercer 

County. Mayor Henshaw suggested all the council members drive around and look at their wards 

and present Terri with a list of complaints. Terri will type letters and Chief Koch will hand 
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deliver to all owner(s) and occupant(s). After a timely manner if the yards are not cleaned up the 

city attorney will prosecute. The city’s prior attorney would not prosecute, however the present 

attorney has stated that he would prosecute and if the city wins the citizen will not only have to 

pay a fine, but the attorney fees as well. Officer Koch is going to contact the State Attorney to 

see about pursuing legal actions for polluting the air, water etc. Sabrina mentioned people are 

putting tires, oil etc. on the burn pile at 7
th

 & Jackson. The council discussed possibly moving the 

burn pile.    

 

City Wide Cleanup: Sabrina Harrison asked why we don’t have city wide cleanup. Terri 

explained the first Wednesday of every month is city wide cleanup days. You can put large items 

out every month rather than once a year. Does not include appliances, televisions, computers, 

paint or construction materials.   

 

Speeding on Main Street: Lisa Leathers was present and asked what the city was going to 

do about the people speeding on Main Street. Police Chief Koch will handle this situation.  

 

AmerenIP Fixing Streets: The residents are asking if AmerenIP was going to come back 

and repair the streets and boulevards now that the street project is complete. George will get 

Mayor Henshaw a list of the areas and he will contact AmerenIP.  

 

ADM Compensation: A concerned citizen asked if ADM was still compensating the city 

per their prior agreement. Terri explained they only made the initial payment. Per the agreement 

they were to pay the initial payment, plus so much each year for several years. Update next 

month.    

 

Part-Time Police Officer Advertisement: Jan made a motion to advertise for a part-time 

police officer; Davina seconded, accepted by all.   

 

Davina made a motion to go into closed meeting to discuss personnel; Jan seconded, accepted by 

all.   

     

Purchase Work Clothes for Maintenance Workers: Dave made a motion to spend up 

to $300.00 for George and Rob each several construction yellow shirts and sweatshirts; Jan 

seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Jan made motion to adjourn, Dave seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Time: 9:08pm  

 

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


