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Keithsburg City Council Minutes 

Held at 302 S. 14
th

 Street 

May 12, 2014 
 

Mayor Henshaw opened the Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Alderman Physically Present: Kae Stevens, Davina Logsdon, Jan Occhi, Dave Hudson, 

Bud Laubach and Jeff Gilmour. Charles Reynolds-Treasurer and Terri Gibson-City Clerk.  

 

Minutes of last month meeting: Jan made a motion to accept; Jeff seconded, accepted by 

all.  

 

Cash Receipts: Jan made a motion to accept; Dave seconded, accepted by all. 

 

Cash Disbursements: Jan made a motion to accept; Jeff seconded, accepted by all.  

 

“IKE” Property Buyout Approve Demolition Inspector:  The demolition inspector 

will be in charge of the entire demolition project from start to finish. Two bids received: 

Klingner Associates, P.C. out of Quincy and BHHM out of Moline. Klingner was the lowest bid. 

Jeff made a motion to accept Klingner Associates, Dave seconded, accepted by all.  

 

Part-Time Police Officer Applications: Steve Henshaw from Henderson County and 

John Bellegante from Gulfport. Chief Koch explained they would not be guaranteed any hours. 

Jeff made a motion to hire both of them and pay them $16.00 an hour; Davina seconded, 

accepted by all.    

 

ADM Road Tipping Update: Terri mailed an invoice to ADM along with the signed 

agreement and we have not had any response.     

 

“IKE” Street Project (Pouring Sidewalks with remaining funds): Jeff received 

the following concrete bids per yard: Laverdiere $102.00 (more on Saturday’s) and Hahn-

$107.00 ($112.00 on Saturday’s). Laverdiere will not have their plant in Oquawka much longer. 

There is possibly $5,000 in funds available. The City is in desperate need of volunteers to help 

pour sidewalks. Jan made a motion to accept Hahn’s bid; Dave seconded, accepted by all.  

 

MSA Professional Services (Engineers): Nick Wagner was present to give an update on 

the “IKE” Grants.   

 

“IKE” Comprehensive Planning: Nick presented the council with the completed capital 

improvement plan, including the sewer televising results and the treatment plant improvements. 

Nick explained the rock bed in the lagoon is fouled and needs to be dug out and replaced, plus 

the digester needs some welding and the inside painted. The existing sewer treatment plant 

permit is good until 2018. The treatment plant was built in 1964. The cost to make the repairs 

will be around $400,000-$450,000. MSA could start applying for grants to repair and/or replace 

the sewer treatment plant. Vacuuming sludge out will cost approximately $3,000-$4,000 Nick 
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suggested fixing the lagoon now. Gale mentioned something needed done about 5 years ago. 

Nick explained grant applications will be due in the spring, and it would cost around $10,000 for 

MSA to apply for the permits and grants. Davina made a motion to table until next month for 

further discussion; Jeff seconded, accepted by all. The council will get with Gale to visit both the 

water and sewer plants. 

  

“IKE” Street Project Update: Nick explained the power company will be coming back to 

make repairs to the boulevard and roads. There is still $100,000 being held for security, plus the 

work is under warranty for 1 year. Jeff is going to ride around and compile a list of things that 

require attention.  

 

“IKE” Levee and Storm Update:   The preliminary design of the levee and pump station 

are 100% complete.   

 

Water/Sewer: Gale explained the EPA will be here this Friday for an inspection.  

 

Police Department (House Numbers): Chief Koch would like to see everyone post their 

house numbers on their houses, it would be very helpful in emergency situations. He also 

explained there would be several grants opening up for police departments and he would like to 

apply for some new equipment.      

 

Streets/Sidewalks: Bud has been approached to put a Slow Children Playing Sign up on 

Madison Street from 10
th

 to 14
th

 Street. Kae mentioned the parents need to be revisited regarding 

the children riding scooters. Davina made a motion to put one sign up in the middle of Madison 

Street; Bud seconded, accepted by all except Dave who voted-no.    

 

Work Report: Davina suggested George document the mileage on the truck. Mayor Henshaw 

explained that was not necessary. Davina made a motion that George add the mileage to his 

report; Jeff seconded, accepted. Jeff-yes; Davina-yes; Kae-yes; Jan-no; Bud-no; and Dave-no. 

Mayor Henshaw broke the tie with a no vote. Motion not carried.   

 

Street/Sidewalks Helper: Joseph Carle is helping George 35 hours a week through a state 

program.  

 

Purchase a New Mower: Mayor Henshaw explained they have been using the campground 

mower because the tractor which normally pulls the bush hog is broke down. He suggested we 

buy a new mower and presented the council with the following quotes: $9,519.00 for a 72” cut 

with a 29 hp motor (Berky’s) or $9,563.60 for a 72” side cut with 35hp motor (Oquawka), plus 

they work on them. Davina made a motion to purchase $9,563.60 and pay out of general fund 

checking; Dave seconded, accepted by all.     

 

Small Town Tack & Treasures Shop Special Use Permit: The zoning board will 

conduct a public hearing on June 5, 2014 to discuss a special use permit for Carrie Shaw to open 

Small Town Tack & Treasures Shop to be located at 905 Main Street.  
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Library: Donna Pinger gave an extensive explanation of the steps we must take to form a non-

profit 501C3. She explained that whether we had an attorney or not, she would be months trying 

to file and be approved as a non-profit organization. Non-Profit organization’s are eligible for 

numerous grants, however one major requirement is there must be a librarian working at least 40 

hours a week on the payroll. Donna offered to work for $3.00 an hour. Donna explained there are  

grants for up to as much as $25,000. There was much discussion regarding forming a Library 

District and levying funds to help pay for the library expenses, however there would have to be a 

public hearing and then the item would be on the ballot for the citizens to vote whether they 

would want their propety taxes to increase by adding a library tax. Mayor Henshaw asked the 

council if they felt it was necessary to pursue having a library.  Davina explained with the limited 

hours and everyone using the internet and reading from Kindles, she felt it was not practical. Jeff 

suggested focusing more on the museum for right now. Davina agreed. Jan made a motion to 

table this subject until the July meeting; Davina seconded, accepted by all. Donna then asked the 

council if they felt we needed a library. The council unanamously agreed that the city did not 

need a library.   

 

Advertise to accept bids for an Auditor to conduct the Annual City Audit: Jan 

made a motion to accept; Davina seconded, accepted by all.    

  

Advertise to accept bids on City Insurance and George’s Health: Jan made a 

motion to accept; Davina seconded, accepted by all.     
 

Finance Committee: Mayor Henshaw appointed the following council members to be on the 

finance committee; Dave, Jan, and Bud. Davina made a motion to accept; Jeff seconded, 

accepted by all.     

 

Davina made motion to adjourn, Jan seconded, accepted by all.  

 

 

 

Time: 8:40pm 

 

Terri Gibson 

City Clerk 


